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Time to Talk Things Over

MAN IS THE ONLY CREATURE who can talk himself into
trouble, but he is also the only creature who by
talking things over can find a way out of trouble. The
history of any improvement in politics, business or
society, is a course of persistent, reasonable, confronta-
tion of facts and differing ideas with one another.

Anyone who unswervingly refuses to submit his
ideas to the test of dialogue will be quite unfit to meet
the demands of existence in these days. Everyone,
whatever side he supports in discussion of art, religion,
government, business or education, must recognize
that technological extension of human capacity to
do things has worked a radical change upon our
environment and demands new ways of thinking,
feeling, valuing and deciding what is to be done.
The ideal society in an age of total communication
is the civilization of the dialogue.

It would be fatal to the values in our way of life if
we were to give in to the technological forces which
threaten our personal reception and communication
of ideas. We could become so busy tending our time-
saving devices that we have no time to marshal and
express our innermost thoughts and ideals; we could
lazily allow the mass media to deaden our minds with
singing commercials and ready-made opinions; we
could shush one another in dimly lighted televison
rooms instead of talking, debating, and expressing
ourselves in the joint discovery of exciting and inspir-
ing new facts and ideas.

Discussion takes for granted that everyone has had
experiences which may contribute something of value
to the group. It recognizes that one does not possess
the whole truth, but seeks, pursues, and finds some
part of it.

Dialogue is the language of the adventurer, con-
fronting new things, seeking to enlarge his territory,
wanting to expand his knowledge, eager to deepen
his understanding. Monologue is the language of the
primitive-brained man who thinks he is the centre of
the universe. Dialogue is constructive because it adds
to knowledge; monologue is destructive because it
evidences fear that a creed or opinion is in danger of
being disproved by question and answer.

Con versation

It is important for most people to talk and to be
heard, to voice their problems, to get things off their
minds. A really satisfying talk is one of the greatest
pleasures there is.

Conversation has four main purposes: to give in-
formation, to get information, to persuade, and to
show a human interest in other human beings. No
measure comes before the high court of Parliament
until it has been long prepared by the grand jury of
the talkers.

Conversation is the simplest form of dialogue. It
was conversation, in this form, in the age of Socrates,
an age without books or their latter-day substitutes,
which laid the foundation of the civilization we enjoy.
It was conversation of which the New Testament was
composed. It was conversation among scholars in a
bookless world which revived learning at the end of
the dark ages.

Good conversation stretches your mind. Even if
no usable conclusions are reached through a conversa-
tion, there is profit in the exercise, for we have churned
up our minds so as to see new views. But to make the
best of it, people must realize conversation as a mental
occupation, and not merely a dribbling into words of
casual thoughts.

Conversation consists of both transmission and
reception. One man put it neatly when he said: "I
like so much to talk that 1 am willing to pay my
audience by listening in my turn." To speak and to
listen brings into the midst of the group masses of
experience, anecdote, cross-lights, quotation, histori-
cal incidents, the whole range of minds centred upon
the topic from all points of the compass.

There can be a lively diversity of views expressed
without appeal to any book of rules of order. You do
not need an elaboration of formality, just ordinary
politeness. For example, a brilliant conversationalist
is not one who holds a group spellbound, but one who
draws everyone else in.




